CRIMINAL   TENDENCIES   IN   NORMAL   CHILDREN
of playing; he could do nothing with his toys but break them.
His inhibition of play, as well as his anxiety, were closely con-
nected with his oral-sadistic and anal-sadistic fixations.    As phan-
tasies are really the motive power of play, he could not play, for
his cruel phantasies had to be kept in repression.    Being afraid
of what he unconsciously felt the desire to do, he expected always
the same things to be done to himself.    The sadistic wishes con-
nected with his desire in regard to the mother led to a withdrawal
from her and to rather bad relations with her.    The libido was
directed towards the father, but as he was  also very  much
frightened of his father, the only real relationship he could maintain
was with his little brother.    This was naturally very ambivalent
too.    The way this child was always expecting a punishment may
be best shown by the following example: he once played, repre-
senting himself and his little brother by two tiny dolls, that they
were expecting punishment for their naughtiness to the mother;
she comes, finds them dirty, punishes them and goes away.    The
two children repeat their dirty acts again, are again punished,
and so on.    At last, the dread of punishment becomes so strong
that the two  children determine to kill the mother,  and he
executes a little doll.    They then cut and eat the body.   But the
father appears to help the mother, and is killed too in a very cruel
manner and also cut up and eaten.   Now the two children seem
to be happy.    They can do what they like.    But after a very
short time great anxiety sets in, and it appears that the killed
parents  are  again  alive and come back.    When the  anxiety
started the little boy had hidden the two dolls under the sofa, so
that the parents should not find them, and then happened what
the boy called cbecoming educated'.    The father and mother find
the two dolls, the father cuts his head off, the mother that of the
brother, and then they, too, get cooked and eaten.
But it is characteristic, and I wish to emphasize this point, that
after a short time the bad acts are again repeated, it may be even
in different performances; the aggression against the parents starts
again and the children are again and again punished. The
mechanism, which expresses itself in this circle, will occupy our
attention later.
Just a few words regarding the result of this case. Although
the child, while it was still being analysed, had to live through
some hard experiences, as the parents were divorced during that
time, and both remarried under straitened circumstances, his
neurosis was entirely resolved during analysis. He lost his
anxiety and his play-inhibition and became good at his school-
work, socially well adapted and happy.